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Australian news

 
Australian news
Two aged care staff charged with assault
Two staff members at a Queensland aged care home have
been charged with seriously assaulting a 70-year old female 
resident.

Jack Thomas spared more jail time
Melbourne man Jack Thomas has been spared from having
to serve more time behind bars.

Funds interested in guarantee plan: Swan
Treasurer Wayne Swan says a number of investment funds
are interested in applying to become deposit-taking 
institutions, giving them access to a govt guarantee.

Unis dumbed down, banal: ANU academic
The head of one of Australia's leading universities says the
tertiary sector is being dumbed down by inadequate research
funding, and more cash is needed.

World news

 
World news
Baby boom
A Dutch community has recorded a 44 per cent rise in
baby births nine months after a power cut plunged its 
23,000 inhabitants into darkness for two days.

Atheist ad campaign on London red buses
London's red buses could be plastered with the slogan
"There's probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy 
your life," in an atheist advertising campaign.

Accused pedophile pleads guilty in US
A small-time US actor accused of producing child
pornography images of himself having sex with underage 
boys in Thailand has pleaded guilty.

Britain's polo set keen to lure Packer
Britain's polo set hopes to lure billionaire businessman
James Packer to London for a new international 
tournament designed to take the sport to the masses.

Brethren schools collect $800k

DARLING DOWNS schools run by the Exclusive 
Brethren received more than $800,000 funding from the 
Queensland Government last year.

The Brethren's Agnew School has campuses in 
Toowoomba and Warwick which last year received 
capital assistance grants totalling $468,488 and 
$369,238 respectively.

The funding came to light after New South Wales Greens
MP John Kaye raised concerns that government money 
was going to schools not open to the general public.

A spokesman for the Agnew School's Toowoomba 
campus said there were 22 students enrolled at the 
Toowoomba campus and about 17 enrolled at Warwick. 

He said the capital assistance grant for the Toowoomba campus was being used to build a new primary school.

Prior to last year's Federal election, Kevin Rudd expressed concerns about the Exclusive Brethren's education 
practices.

“My position on the Exclusive Brethren is on the record. I believe this is an extremist cult and sect. I also believe that
it breaks up families,” he said.

“I also believe that there are real problems with the provision of modern education for kids under their syste m;
whether, for example, not giving access to the full range of information technology assistance.”

A spokesman said Mr Rudd made those comments prior to being elected Prime Minister and therefore it was unfair  
to bring them up today.

While the school spokesman said people in the wider community were “welcome to apply for enrolment,” Dr Kaye
said children enrolled at Exclusive Brethren schools must be members of the Brethren community.

The spokesman said the Agnew School complied “100 per cent” with the requirements of the Queensland Studies
Authority for both primary and secondary education.

Prime Minister Mr Kevin Rudd
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