
Women lay sex abuse claims against Brethren member - New Zealand, w... http://www.stuff.co.nz/4031720a10.html

1 of 2 4/19/2007 8:02 PM

Stuff Trade Me Find Someone Old Friends Smaps
SafeTrader

Women lay sex abuse claims against Brethren member
NZPA | Friday, 20 April 2007

Email a Friend | Printable View | Have Your Say

 Email alerts  Text alerts  RSS Feeds

 Make Stuff.co.nz my homepage

Was TV network NBC right to broadcast footage that
the Virginia Tech gunman sent between killings? 

See story 

Have your say

 Yes 

 No 

 

Stuff Headlines

• Ticket speeds to a fine ending 
• Another inmate bashed in prison van 
• Christian school slams 'trendy PC laws' 
• New US school threat inspired by Cho
• Three charged over Upper Hutt murder
• Disturbing video yields little for police
• Clark got bodyguards after Brethren 'harangued' 
her 
• Kiwis flock to born again churches 
• Asians are fastest growing ethnic group in NZ 
• Porirua staff sacked after patient 'assaults'

Game On

Lindsay Knight: Nucifora needs more 
thought in comments

Plethora of playmakers causes 
Kangaroo confusion

» MORE SPORT STORIES

Opinion Poll 

Weekly quiz

 
Test your current affairs knowledge
»Click here for quiz

Sponsored Links

Cartoon Gallery

 
A mere doddle - Tom Scott
See cartoon gallery

Features

Rolling Stone magazine marks 40th 
anniversary

Britney Spears gets wiggy with it

 Pet Fashion Parade

Reader Services

Friday, 20 Apr 2007

Related Links

• Subscribe to Archivestuff
• Have your say

Advertisement

Advertisement

Email a Friend | Printable View | Have Your Say

Next Story: New US school threat inspired by Cho 

- More Stuff Stories

UPDATED REPORT: Nelson police are investigating 
complaints from three former Exclusive Brethren
women alledging they were sexually abused by a
reportedly senior member of the secret religious
sect when they were children.

A police spokeswoman said today the complaints 
involved allegations of child molestation over four
decades.

The offending is alleged to have taken place between 
the early 1950s and early 1980s.

The spokeswoman said police had not yet spoken to the 
man and were unsure if he was a current or former
member of the Exclusive Brethren.

The spokeswoman said the investigation was in its early 
stages and it could be some time before police decided
if charges would be laid.

A fourth woman is understood to be making a complaint 
against the man in Auckland.

Television One News alleged last night the church's
Australia-based spokesman, Tony McCorkell, currently
in New Zealand, was investigating the claims –
although he denied that when interviewed by the
channel yesterday. Asked what the church was doing
about the sexual abuse allegations, he replied: "I'm not
aware of that. If you have evidence of that I'd be glad
to see it."

Mr McCorkell said the church would never try to cover 
up such allegations.

But TV One said two of the women, former members of 
the sect, had told church leaders about the abuse at the
time it happened and were ignored.

One woman, who was not identified, said she believed 
there had been "multiple offenders".

"If I went and asked them now they would try and deny 
it because in there it's a huge guilt and fear thing," she
said.

"A lot of people who perhaps have been involved in that 
sort of thing would not go outside the church for help."

TV One reported that the complainants believed children could have been molested as recently as last year.

It said the women had not known of each other's cases until recently, and came forward following previous
reports of sexual abuse.

The network said the women – aged between the early 20s and 61 – claimed they were abused by the man
when they were aged between five and 10.
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