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'Bob the builder' thanks Brethren

5:00AM Sunday August 03, 2008

Retiring National MP Bob "the builder" Clarkson has gone out the way he came in - delivering his trademark
straight-talking to the party's annual conference.

Clarkson yesterday admitted he had received help from the Exclusive Brethren in his battle to wrest the
Tauranga seat from New Zealand First leader Winston Peters at the 2005 election.

Association with the Brethren, which waged an initially covert $1.3 million campaign against Labour,
damaged National in the final weeks of the election campaign and the party has tried to distance itself from
the sect since.

But that didn't stop Clarkson bringing the skeleton out of the closet. In thanking National's five retiring MPs,
president Judy Kirk said the party was proud of Clarkson for defeating Peters.

Clarkson replied: "I'd be a bit remiss if | didn't say some of the help in Tauranga, I'll upsetJudy in saying it,
we got help from 150 Brethrens."

The announcement was greeted by nervous laughter. National has said it will not accept help from the church
at this year's election.

Others retiring are Rakaia MP Brian Connell and list MPs Clem Simich, Mark Blumsky and Katherine Rich.

- NZPA

Relevant Offers

i

What do you need to save for your retirement? -Sorted's Quick Retirement Calculator

Herald Marketplace

o Take A Weekend Break
o Fly to Sydney

e One way airfare from $195 pp

S

o Smplify your finances with a quick and efficient GE Money debt consolidation loan

lof2 8/3/2008 1:55 PM



'Bob the builder' thanks Brethren - 03 Aug 2008 - Politics: New Zealand P... http://www.nzheral d.co.nz/secti orv/story.cfm?c_id=280& obj ecti d=10525005

9

Special Offers

e Escape winter. Cairns Airfares & 7 nights from $1019
o Get KY & get 1st month of Start Up and SKY Spoort FREE!
¢ 5 day Show Forecasts, Webcams, and more, all at metservice.com

Copyright ©2008, APN Holdings NZ Limited
Served by: laurel.online.apn.nz Instance: static
04 Aug 2008 03:13:50 | 2,755

20f 2 8/3/2008 1:55 PM



