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Sweden wants to cu rb religious _ et o
elements in private school education

The Associated Press Published: October 15, 2007

STOCKHOLM, Sweden: Sweden wants to curb the influence of religion E E-Mail Article
in private confessional schools in a move to prevent the spread of g
fundamentalism, government officials said Monday.
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The new rules being drafted by the center-right government would ban o S Gl [ETEL
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religious elements in subjects other than religion, such as biology, =g Translate
Education Minister Jan Bjorklund told Swedish newspaper Dagens i# Share Article
Nyheter. T Text Size =| *
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"Students must be protected from every form of fundamentalism,"
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Bjorklund was quoted as saying.
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His comments came after a legal dispute involving a Christian sect's efforts to start a
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confessional school in southern Sweden. i

The Exclusive Brethren Christian Fellowship, which dismisses the theory of evolution, was 3. As Angola prospers, poverty persists for most

granted permission by a county administrative court to start the school after it promised to follow

the Swedish school plan and to welcome all students. 4. U.S. House speaker vows debate on Armenian genocide
resolution
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m%tiovr: & sy : confessional orientation in Sweden, which is a highly secular .
s country. Most of them are Christian. They are outside the
public school system, but are governed by Sweden's law on

education.

. An Internet jihad aims at U.S. viewers

8. A golf course where water is no hazard

MONOCLE

9. U.S. to review claims that lipsticks contain lead

The government claims the law is not clear on how much
religious influence is allowed in the curriculum. 10. World bank neglects African farming, study says

The new rules, which need parliamentary approval, would be introduced in 2009, Bjorklund's
spokeswoman Anna Neuman told The Associated Press.

"A student shouldn't be able to pass a natural science test by answering that God created the DATTROTRAL iht.com/travel
world. We don't think that's OK," Neuman said. ﬁttﬂlh enhlﬂll' :



The schools would also be required to report financial donations to the authorities, she said.
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