
 

Sweden wants to curb religious 
elements in private school education 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden: Sweden wants to curb the influence of religion 
in private confessional schools in a move to prevent the spread of 
fundamentalism, government officials said Monday. 

The new rules being drafted by the center-right government would ban 
religious elements in subjects other than religion, such as biology, 
Education Minister Jan Bjorklund told Swedish newspaper Dagens 
Nyheter. 

"Students must be protected from every form of fundamentalism," 
Bjorklund was quoted as saying. 

His comments came after a legal dispute involving a Christian sect's efforts to start a 
confessional school in southern Sweden. 

The Exclusive Brethren Christian Fellowship, which dismisses the theory of evolution, was 
granted permission by a county administrative court to start the school after it promised to follow 
the Swedish school plan and to welcome all students. 

The decision was widely criticized as the group is perceived 
to isolate itself by enforcing a number of restrictions on its 
members. 

There are 67 elementary schools and six high schools with a 
confessional orientation in Sweden, which is a highly secular 
country. Most of them are Christian. They are outside the 
public school system, but are governed by Sweden's law on 
education. 

The government claims the law is not clear on how much 
religious influence is allowed in the curriculum. 

The new rules, which need parliamentary approval, would be introduced in 2009, Bjorklund's 
spokeswoman Anna Neuman told The Associated Press. 

"A student shouldn't be able to pass a natural science test by answering that God created the 
world. We don't think that's OK," Neuman said. 

The Associated Press Published: October 15, 2007
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The schools would also be required to report financial donations to the authorities, she said. 

 
Home  >  Europe Back to top

Ads by Google 

HP Workgroup Scanners 
Document Management with Workgroup Scanners. View HP's How-To 
Guide! 
www.hp.com 

The world's top 10 most liveable cities 
Also in Monocle's Quality of Life survey: 

Urban Manifesto: Factors that make a great city  
Munich: The world's most liveable city  
25 examples of good urban design  

 

Search 

News: Americas | Europe | Asia - Pacific | Africa & Middle East | Technology & Media | Health & Science | Sports  
Features: Culture | Style & Design | Travel | At Home Abroad | Blogs | Weather
Business: Business Home | Market Data | Marketplace by Bloomberg | Your Money | Funds Insite | Currency Converter  
Opinion: Opinion Home | Email the Editor | Newspaper Masthead
Classifieds: Classifieds Home | Properties | Education Center  

Company Info: About the IHT | Advertise in the IHT | IHT Events | Press Office
Newspaper: Today's Page One in Europe | Today's Page One in Asia | Publishing Partnerships  
Other Formats: IHT Mobile | RSS | AudioNews | AvantGo | Netvibes | IHT Electronic Edition | E-Mail Alerts | Twitter
More: Daily Article Index | Top 10 | Hyper Sudoku | IHT Developer Blog  

Subscriptions 
Sign Up  |  Manage 

Contact Us | Site Index | Archives | Terms of Use | Contributor Policy | Privacy & Cookies  

Copyright © 2007 the International Herald Tribune All rights reserved


