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Wellington - Members of New Zealand's Exclusive
Brethren religious sect have been given permission to
vote in this year's general election, a newspaper
reported on Saturday. Seven members of the secretive
religious sect caused a stir in the last election
campaign in 2005, when they were revealed to have
spent an estimated 1.2 million New Zealand dollars
(about 925,000 US dollars) funding a leaflet campaign
trying to oust the ruling Labour Party and its Green
Party allies.

The move followed similar campaigns in Australia and
Canada, although the church was known to have
forbidden its members from voting, saying God was the
only authority they recognised.

But the Weekend Herald quoted Exclusive Brethren
spokesman for New Zealand and Australia, Tony McCorkell, as saying voting was "a matter of
conscience" for individual members and would not be discouraged.

He told the paper there had been no directive from the sect's leader, Sydney businessman Bruce
Hales, who is known as the "elect vessel", about voting or whom to vote for.

In April, McCorkell distanced the sect's leadership from the seven members after their spokesman
Neville Simmons said they were considering launching another campaign this year when Labour Prime
Minister Helen Clark will seek a fourth three-year term.

As well as allowing voting, the Herald said the sect had turned its back on other beliefs to permit
members to use cellphones and let their children be taught using computers at school.

McCorkell said the Exclusive Brethren had 7,000 members in New Zealand but only 2,316 chose it
when giving their religious affiliation in a national census in 2006.

Copyright, respective author or news agency

» Print this article
» Email this article

Usa Election
US elections 2008. Comment, 
analysis and news. 
guardianamerica.com

New Zealand Needs Doctors
Change Your Life - Apply Now Your
NZ Adventure Starts Here! 
www.nzlocums.com

Moto Guzzi Rentals in NZ
Take a Gander around New 
Zealand on a Moto Guzzi from 
Guzzi Gander Ltd. 
www.guzzigander.com

1st Step to New Zealand
Thinking New Zealand? We are 
your 1st Step to your new life in 
NZ 
www.1stStepsMigration.co.nz

Flowers New Zealand
Fresh flowers for all occasions. Delivery throughout New Zealand. 
www.internationalflowers.co.nz

Presidential Winner 2008?
We Need Your Opinion 5 Second Poll Vote Now - Free Gift! 
www.surveyshare.net/primary-vote

Voter Registration
Get Up to the Minute News on National News Events Now! 
www.washingtonpost.com

Cheap NZ Rental Cars
Cheap 'n cheeful hire cars, coaches vans and campers in New 
Zealand. 
New-Zealand-rental-cars.com

The Clinton Campaign
The New York Times reports on the senator's run for 
president 
www.nytimes.com

Get Out the Vote 2008
Capwiz·XC is the most comprehensive election tool for your
website! 
www.capitoladvantage.com

kiwiwebs hosting + design
online specialists, own servers NZ hosting, clients worldwide 
www.kiwiwebs.info

Zorb Sleeper Vans NZ
The Future Of Travel. Budget Campervans New Zealand. 
www.zorbsleepervans.co.nz



Exclusive Brethren can vote in New Zealand election, report says : http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/178682,exclusive-brethren-can-...

2 of 2 1/26/2008 6:12 AM

 Share this article on

                    

Have your Say

Name 

Email 

Subject

Your Comment 

 

Enter Verification code
  

   

Submit  Reset

Related Articles
- New Zealand passes controversial law to control election spending | 18 Dec 2007

- Suits say Georgia election rigged | 11 Jan 2008

More News click here

Home | News Archives | Browse | Feedback | About us | Disclaimer | Mobile/PDA | News Alerts

(c) 2008 Earthtimes.org, All Rights Reserved.
The views expressed in the articles are not necessarily those of earthtimes.org and we accept no responsibility for the views or

opinions expressed in the articles either direct or indirect.


