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If the laughter of National Party delegates
sounded nervous after outgoing MP Bob
Clarkson's final parting shots over the Exclusive
Brethren, it was probably because they feared
what might come next. Another reference to his
famous left testicle perhaps?

Mr Clarkson bowed out of his last National Party
conference as an MP at the weekend in the same way he
came in - with a dose of trademark plain speaking and

an unfailing ability to home in on the elephant in the
room.

So just when the National Party hierarchy finally thought
they had got the Exclusive Brethren monkey off their
back, Mr Clarkson graciously remembered to thank

them in his farewell speech.

"I'd be a bit remiss if I didn't say some of the help in
Tauranga - I'll upset [party president] Judy Kirk for
saying it - we got help from 150 Brethrens."

The Brethren link damaged National at the last election,
when it emerged late in the campaign that church
members were helping National candidates and the
church wanted to spend $1.3 million on anti-Labour
campaigning.

The party has since rejected further overtures from the
Brethren.

Mr Clarkson ousted NZ First leader Winston Peters from
his Tauranga seat at the last election but gained
notoriety after it was revealed he made habitual

references to his left testicle.
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